
FY 2010 All Non-General Funds Budget (less Federal Funds) 20,670,000

AGENCY REDUCTION TARGET - ALL NON-GENERAL FUNDS (w/o Federal Funds) $3,100,500

Reductions Percent

Amount Reductions 

Watercraft Licensing Fund $775,000 25.0%
Heritage Fund $1,604,500 51.7%
Off Highway Vehicle Fund $721,000 23.3%

Issue Total $3,100,500

All Non-General Funds Total as a Percentage of Agency Non-GF Reduction Target  100%

Fund

FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - SUMMARY OF ISSUES

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

ALL NON-GENERAL FUNDS

October 9, 2009



FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - SUMMARY OF ISSUES

FY 2010 All Non-General Funds Budget (less Federal Funds) 20,670,000

AGENCY REDUCTION TARGET - ALL NON-GENERAL FUNDS (w/o Federal Funds) $3,100,500

Reductions
Amount

2 Heritage Fund Match and Grants $1,604,500

Issue Total $1,604,500

Fund Total as a Percentage of Non-General Fund Reduction Target  52%

1 Please complete the attached Description and Impact Statement for each issue.

Issue Title1 Priority

HERITAGE FUND

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

October 9, 2009



FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - SUMMARY OF ISSUES

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

FY 2010 All Non-General Funds Budget (less Federal Funds) 20,670,000

AGENCY REDUCTION TARGET - ALL NON-GENERAL FUNDS (w/o Federal Funds) $3,100,500

Reductions
Amount

4 Off Highway Vehicle Decal Program $721,000

Issue Total $721,000

Fund Total as a Percentage of Non-General Fund Reduction Target  23%

1 Please complete the attached Description and Impact Statement for each issue.

Issue Title1 Priority

OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE FUND

October 9, 2009



FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - SUMMARY OF ISSUES

FY 2010 All Non-General Funds Budget (less Federal Funds) 20,670,000

AGENCY REDUCTION TARGET - ALL NON-GENERAL FUNDS (w/o Federal Funds) $3,100,500

Reductions
Amount

3 Watercraft OUI Grant Program $425,000
1 Lower Colorado Multispecies Conservation Program $350,000

Issue Total $775,000

Fund Total as a Percentage of Non-General Fund Reduction Target  25%

1 Please complete the attached Description and Impact Statement for each issue.

Issue Title1 Priority

WATERCRAFT LICENSING FUND

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

October 9, 2009
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STATE OF ARIZONA 
FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - ISSUE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

 
Issue Title:  Lower Colorado Multispecies Conservation Program 

 
Issue Priority: 1 
 
Reduction Amounts: 
 Watercraft Licensing Fund: $350,000 
 
Amount: $350,000 
 
Issue Description and Statement of Effects 
 

The Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (MSCP) is a coordinated, 
comprehensive, long-term multi-agency effort to conserve and work towards the recovery of 
endangered species, and protect and maintain wildlife habitat on the lower Colorado River. 

The MSCP's purposes are:  

• protect the lower Colorado River environment while ensuring the certainty of existing 
river water and power operations,  

• address the needs of threatened and endangered wildlife under the Endangered Species 
Act, and  

• reduce the likelihood of listing additional species along the lower Colorado River. 

The MSCP covers areas up to and including the full-pool elevations of Lakes Mead, Mohave and 
Havasu and the historical floodplain of the Colorado River from Lake Mead to the United States-
Mexico Southerly International Boundary, a distance of about 400 river miles. Conservation 
measures currently focus on the area from Hoover Dam to the border, but may include Grand 
Canyon in the future 

 
The Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Plan (Plan) provides for ESA Section 7 
and NEPA compliance for federal agencies (primarily Reclamation) and a Section 10 incidental 
take permit for non-federal agencies and water users (currently over 40 entities) for 50 years for 
the water and power management actions as identified in the plan. The Lower Colorado River 
Multi-Species Conservation Program (Program) is the program being implemented as a result of 
the plan and is a habitat based approach to mitigate for the identified effects of the covered 
activities (of which there are many). As a signatory to the original Multi Species Conservation 
Plan, the Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) agreed that successful 
implementation of the plan will provide appropriate mitigation for covered species for covered 
actions and agreed to contribute $350,000 to the Program over 50 years.  
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Activities for which the Department receives Endangered Species Act coverage from Lake Mead 
to the Southern International Boundary include vegetation and habitat management programs, 
maintenance of aids to navigation and boating access facilities, and law enforcement patrols 
(primarily boating related). The Department is one of the Arizona participating entities on the 
MSCP Steering Committee and such, helps oversee the implementation of the Program by the 
Bureau of Reclamation (the program administrator). Funding for the MSCP is governed by a 
Funding and Management agreement, of which the Department signed. Entities pay pursuant to a 
Trust Indenture and Joint Payment Agreement, upon which the Department is not a signatory. If 
the Department fails to make the annual payment, Central Arizona Project is required to make up 
the difference.  
 
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission currently has the statutory authority under ARS 5-321 
(d): 

 
D. The commission may assess an additional registration fee, to be collected at the same time and in the same manner as the 
registration fee imposed by subsection A, paragraph 1 or 2 of this section. The amount of the additional fee shall be determined 
by the commission and may be imposed in different amounts with respect to resident and nonresident owners. An additional 
registration fee under this subsection is to be used solely for the purpose of the lower Colorado river multispecies conservation 
program under section 48-3713.03. 
 

If this fee were to be implemented it would supplant the current payment from the fund. 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 
FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - ISSUE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

 
Issue Title:  Heritage Program 

 
Issue Priority: 2 
 
Reduction Amounts: 
 Heritage Fund: $1,604,500 
 
Amount: $1,604,500 
 
Issue Description and Statement of Effects 
 
Money for the Heritage Fund comes from the Arizona Lottery.  The Heritage Fund was 
created by a voter initiative passed in 1990.  
 

The Heritage Fund will be swept in the amount of $471,200 in FY 2010.  The FY 2009 
fund sweep was $197,900. The loss of funding will impact the Department’s ability to 
carry out mission critical activities in accordance with A.R.S. §17.298. The Department 
uses $2.6 million in Heritage funding to match existing Federal Programs in FY 2010. 
Loss of matching funds would result in a $2.2M reduction in various Federal programs.  
Programs that will be impacted include the Adopt-a-Ranch Program, the Access Grants-
In-Aid Program, the Stewardship Program, the Landowner/Lessee Sportsmen Respect 
Program, State Wildlife Grants, and Landowner Incentive Program. 
 
 The Heritage Program also funds external grant programs to local, state, and federal 
entities, including schoolyard Habitat grants, which encourage wildlife education on 
school sites, and Public Access grants for improving public access to publicly held 
recreational areas. Other Heritage grant programs fund environmental education 
projects, urban wildlife/urban wildlife habitat projects, and sensitive habitat projects. 
The Heritage Grant program develops important partnerships with the community, and 
the shortfall in funding would eliminate the entire external grant program.  
 
There are no other alternatives to fund match and grants from other revenue sources 
due to eligibility and appropriation levels.   
  
The Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS 41-502 and ARS 17-297) state that "In no event 
shall any monies in the fund revert to the state general fund...." 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 
FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - ISSUE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

 
Issue Title:  Watercraft OUI Grant Program 

 
Issue Priority: 3 
 
Reduction Amounts: 
 Watercraft Licensing Fund Fund: $425,000 
  
Amount: $425,000 
 
Issue Description and Statement of Effects 
 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s Watercraft OUI Grant Program SLI is 
authorized by ARS §5-311(7) and funds grants through a competitive grant process to 
Arizona watercraft enforcement agencies. The grants are used by boating enforcement 
agencies to expand Operation under the Influence (OUI) enforcement efforts.  Public 
support and desire for these OUI enforcement efforts remains very high.  The 2009 Tri-
Annual Watercraft Responsive Management Survey indicates that stopping people who 
are boating while drunk (49%) and stopping people who are boating recklessly (48%) 
continue to be the two law enforcement activities which boaters would most like to see 
increased at their favorite lake or river.  Furthermore, boat accident data indicates a 
strong correlation of accidents to alcohol.  Since 1998, 40% of all Arizona fatalities (42 
out of 105) involve alcohol. 
 
During the FY08 Grant Cycle which ended on June 30, 2009, seven boating law 
enforcement agencies received grant funding for OUI enforcement activities and 
equipment. Funded programs and projects included an OUI Command Post, 
evidentiary breath testing devices, OUI education and abatement programs, 
preliminary breath testing devices and overtime for OUI special inter-agency projects.  
Grant funded programs and projects resulted in 9,998 hours of watercraft law 
enforcement and 6,050 hours of dedicated OUI enforcement hours which resulted in 
3,168 watercraft enforcement contacts, 4,194 boating education contacts and 85 arrests 
for OUI.  
 
Loss of this funding mechanism would eliminate law enforcement efforts specifically 
aimed at removing impaired watercraft operators from Arizona waterways. Loss of the 
$425,000 will eliminate the Department’s inability to provide grants to external law 
enforcement agencies. 
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The Watercraft Licensing Fund is used as match for Coast Guard grants. The budget 
reduction will translate to a reduction of federal funds due to the 1:1 match requirement 
for Coast Guard grants.  
 
Arizona agencies' statutory authority to conduct OUI enforcement patrols and projects 
is found within Arizona Revised Statute Title 5, Section 391.B.  As peace officers in the 
State of Arizona, with concurrent jurisdiction on their mutual geographical enforcement 
areas, agencies are authorized by law to enforce all statutes regarding watercraft 
enforcement.  The Arizona Game and Fish Department's Mission is to provide "safe 
watercraft recreation for the enjoyment, appreciation, and use of present and future 
generations."   
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STATE OF ARIZONA 
FY 2010 BUDGET REDUCTIONS - ISSUE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 

 
Issue Title:  Off-Highway Vehicle Decal Program 

      
Issue Priority: 4 
 
Reduction Amounts: 
 Off-Highway Vehicle Fund: $721,000 
  
Amount: $721,000 
 
Issue Description and Statement of Effects 
 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department is the State agency responsible for statewide off-

highway vehicle law enforcement and education efforts in Arizona. The Department utilizes the 

Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Recreation Fund as per Arizona Revised Statute § 28-1176 to 

accomplish its statutorily mandated OHV Mission.  The OHV Recreation Fund is a self 

sustaining fund that is generated from OHV decal user fees as well as gas tax revenue.  The fund 

is distributed to the Highway User Revenue Fund (HURF), Arizona State Parks, Arizona State 

Land Department and the Arizona Game and Fish Department to fund city and county road 

maintenance, OHV management efforts, on the ground enforcement efforts, facility development 

and maintenance, as well as OHV education, outreach, maps, and mitigation.  OHV Funds are 

critical to enforcement efforts that address operation and equipment regulations, including 

mandated helmet wear for persons under 18 years of age; these regulations are designed to 

promote safety and protect Arizona’s natural resources.  In addition, enforcement efforts focus 

on user fee compliance and responsible operation.  Further, the Department is legislatively 

mandated to hire seven new officers dedicated to OHV enforcement efforts.  Any loss of OHV 

funding will severely impact statewide enforcement efforts and jeopardize the sustainability of 

the OHV Program.   

 

The OHV Fund is critical to the Department’s OHV program given the explosive growth of 

OHV recreation in recent years. Since 1998 OHV use has increased 359% in Arizona, and 

survey data indicates that over a million Arizona residents have participated in OHV use over the 

past 3 years.  There are an estimated 428,000 all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes, and side by side 

OHVs in Arizona.  In addition the OHV industry is estimated to generate 187 million tax dollars 

per year and employs several hundred individuals throughout the state.   

 

The budget reduction request would result in the loss of seven law enforcement officers 

dedicated to OHV enforcement, equating to over 13,000 hours of patrol effort per year.  This 

severe reduction to the OHV law enforcement efforts statewide would result in serious threats to 

public safety. Further, without OHV enforcement. OHV decal revenue streams will not occur 

due to lack of enforcement, thus representing a serious loss of revenue for the State. The loss of 

OHV funds combined with declining revenues from the lack of OHV decal enforcement, would 
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force the Department to delay the implementation of the new laws, including the legislatively 

mandated off-highway vehicle information and education program.  

 

In many parts of the state the Department is the only resource available and patrols areas that 

otherwise have a non-existent law enforcement presence.  Arizona has millions of acres of public 

and trust lands that are utilized by OHV users.  In recent years the lack of OHV management has 

severely impacted natural resources forcing land management agencies to respond with access 

closures across the state.  OHV users and dealers indicate that their number one concern is access 

to public lands and the ability to utilize areas for OHV use.  The new OHV regulations are 

designed to address these concerns, promote public safety, protect the environment, and to 

implement an effective OHV program.   

 

   
A reduction in the Department’s OHV funding will impact public safety, reduce revenue to the 

State, negatively impact access, and severely restrict the Department’s ability to provide 

statutorily mandated outreach and education efforts to the citizens of the state, both now and in 

the future. 
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